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third set of operations providing at least part of the
operations provided by the first and second set of opera-
tions.

2. A method according to claim 1 further comprising:

receiving messages in the first node, the messages associ-

ated with the first or second set of operations;
identifying in the first node the received messages associ-
ated with the third node; and

delivering the identified messages to the third node.

3. A method according to claim 2, wherein the identifying
comprises

determining an identifier in a message;

determining the third node address based on the identifier

in the message, and

sending the message to the third node.

4. A method according to claim 1, further comprising:

receiving a message in the first node, the message associ-

ated to the third set of operations;

determining a message type for the message;

sending the message using the first or second set of opera-

tions based on the message type.

5. A method according to claim 1, further comprising:

receiving a message in the first node on the third set of

operations from the third node;

determining a connection identifier for the message; and

mapping the received message based on the connection

identifier to the first or second set of operations, and
sending the message, based on the mapping, using the first
or second set of operations.

6. A method according to claim 5, wherein the connection
identifier is a radio bearer identifier and the messages are
mapped onto bearers carrying messages associated with the
first or second set of operations.

7. A method according to claim 1, wherein each of the first,
second and third set of operations define a logical interface.

8. A method according to claim 1, wherein the third set of
operations comprises operations for at least one of a bearer
management or a handover control.

9. A method comprising:

connecting to a first node of a core network of a commu-

nications network using a first set of operations;
connecting to a second node in the radio access network
using second set of operations; and

connecting to a third node in the radio access network using

athird set of operations, the third set of operations com-
prising at least a part of the first and second set of
operations.

10. A method according to claim 9 further comprising:

receiving messages, the messages associated with the first

or second set of operations;

identifying the received messages associated with the third

node; and

delivering the identified messages to the third node.

11. A method according to claim 10, wherein the identify-
ing comprises

determining an identifier in a message;

determining the third node address based on the identifier

in the message, and

sending the message to the third node.

12. A method according to claim 9, further comprising:

receiving a message associated with the third set of opera-

tions;
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determining a message type for the message; and

sending the message using the first or second set of opera-

tions based on the message type.

13. A method according to claim 9, further comprising:

receiving a message associated with the third set of opera-

tions;

determining a connection identifier for the message; and

mapping the received message based on the connection

identifier to the first or second set of operations, and
sending the message, based on the mapping, using the first
or second set of operations.

14. A method according to claim 13, wherein the connec-
tion identifier is a radio bearer identifier and the messages are
mapped onto bearers on the first or second set of operations.

15. A method according to claim 9, wherein the set of
operations defines a logical interface.

16. A method according to claim 9, wherein the third set of
operations comprises operations for at least one of a bearer
management or a handover control.

17. An apparatus comprising:

a transceiver unit controlled by a control unit and config-

ured to

communicate with a first node of a core network of a

communications network using messages, the messages
associated with a first set of operations;

communicate with a second node in the radio access net-

work using messages associated with a second set of
operations; and

communicate with a third node in the radio access network

using messages associated with a third set of operations
comprising at least part of the first and second set of
operations.

18. An apparatus according to claim 17, further configured
to

receive messages, the messages associated with the first or

second set of operations;

identify the received messages associated with the third

node; and

deliver the identified messages to the third node so as to

provide to the third node a connection to the second and
first node.

19. An apparatus according to claim 18, further configured
to

determine an identifier in a message;

determine the third node address based on the identifier in

the message, and

send the message to the third node.

20. An apparatus according to claim 17, further configured
to

receive a message associated with the third set of opera-

tions;

determine a message type for the message; and

send the messages on the first or second set of operations

based on the message type.

21. An apparatus according to claim 17, further configured
to

receive a message associated with the third set of opera-

tions;

determine a connection identifier for the message;

map the received message based on the connection identi-

fier to the first or second set of operations; and

send the message, based on the mapping, using the first or

second set of operations.



